
CITY OF LODI I COUNCIL COMMUNICATION ; - 
AGENDA TITLE: U t i l i t y  Rate Schedules fo r  Low-Income and Disabled C i t i zens  

MiET ING DATE: February 20, 1991 

PREPARED BY: City Manager 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: None required. In fo rmat ion  only .  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Wi th the implementation of the new e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t y  r a t e  
schedules, the  City Counci l  requested t h a t  a r e p o r t  be made 
a t  a Council meeting informing c i t i z e n s  o f  spec ia l  
cons idera i ion  w i t h  regard  t o  u t i l i t y  ra tes  i n  c e r t a i n  
circumstances. This  r e p o r t  i s  f o r  in fo rmat ion  on ly  and 
requ i res  no ac t ion .  

Two years ago (February, 1989) the City Counci l  took ac t i on  t o  implement a u t i l i t y  
r a t e  (water, sewer and refuse)  d iscount  of 10% f o r  c i t i z e n s  who q u a l i f i e d  f o r  
Supplemental Secur i t y  Income (SSI), which i s  Federa l l y  funded, and/or S ta te  
Supplemental Payment (SSP) which i s  S ta te  funded. E l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  these bene f i t s  i s  
determined by  Soc ia l  Secu r i t y  a f t e r  a carefu l  and most thorough review o f  the 
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  t r u e  f i n a n c i a l  pos i t ion .  Whi le  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  est imates the re  are 
approximately 5,000 persons l i v i n g  i n  the Lodi  area who rece ive  these benef i t s ,  t o  
date on l y  69 c i t i z e n s  have app l ied  f o r  and are  rece iv ing  t h i s  10% discount. I n  
add i t i on ,  i n  a prev ious e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t y  r a t e  adjustment, the City Council approved 
the  implementation o f  a " l i f e l i n e "  r a t e  t h a t  benef i ts  low e l e c t r i c i t y  users. The 
r e s i d e n t i a l  r a t e  schedule conta ins a lower, f i r s t  b lock energy r a t e  t o  prov ide a 
minimum l e v e l  o f  low-cost energy t o  a l l  r e s i d e n t i a l  customers. On the assumption 
t h a t  low-income persons and seniors  genera l l y  use fewer energy consumptive devices, 
th i  prov ides a bu i  1 t - i n  benef i t .  I n  add i t i on ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  customers w i t h  
q u a l i f y i n g  medical cond i t i ons  are e n t i t l e d  t o  a much la rge r  b lock o f  energy a t  the 
lower f i r s t  b lock  ra te .  This  r a t e  i s  designed t o  prov ide add i t i ona l  lower cos t  
energy f o r  e l e c t r i c a l l y  powered 1 i Fe-support devices, wheelchairs, and, under 
c e r t a i n  condi t ions,  a i r  cond i t i on ing  and heat ing.  The customer's phys ic ian  makes 
the determinat ion o f  need. Current ly ,  t he re  a re  approximately 75 people on t h i s  
schedule. 
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The staff  will be pleased to respond t o  City Council inquiries in regard to  this 
program. 

FUNDING: None required 

Respectfully submitted, 

4Q. &- 
Thomas A. Peterson 
City Manager 
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